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would do no harm if they were allowed to remain for twelve hours, After this they may be taken off and the udder gradually milked out. Some dairymen do not attempt treatment of animals because they appear almost dead. It is always best to try the treatment, for some of these hopeless cases recover.
Milk-fever can be prevented by careful attention to the diet of the cows before calving. Put them on a starvation diet for a few days if necessary, A plentiful supply of salt should be accessible to the cows. This alone will stimulate the consumption of large quantities of water. During cold winter weather the water should be warmed to encourage drinking. No cow likes cold water. Give the animal a dose of Epsom salts about twenty-four hours before she is due to calf, 1 to 1% pounds. If possible allow plenty of exercise before calving.
BARRENNESS OR STERILITY
Some herds now and then have an animal that fails to conceive or settle with calf. Such an individual is called a non-breeder. Relief is sought by means of panaceas that are harmless as well as useless. There is no mystery about a barren animal. The barrenness almost always follows some functional disorder of the generative organs. This trouble must be corrected before the cow will again conceive. Pills, potions, and powders do no good. The advertising pages of many agricultural papers frequently contain sure cures for sterility without taking the cause into consideration. The intelligent breeder will seek to find the cause and, if possible, undertake common-sense treatment if such exists. Stimulants of the usual sort are worse than nothing at all.
In some instances a cow may become sterile from an infection of the womb following abortion disease. This is considered one of the symptoms of contagious abortion. A persistent discharge will render the animal unfit for further breeding. With proper treatment the animal mmM K<>